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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objection 

1 . Claiml is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 2, claim 1 recites the 
limitation "each of speakers", it is objected since it is improper English. Therefore, the examiner 
suggests changing to "each of a plurality of speakers" or "each speaker." Applicant should also 
change the corresponding phrase in the rest of the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1-5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "notifies of the speaker." It is unclear who is the speaker 
that will be notified. The examiner assumes the user is the one who will be notified. For 
purposes of prior art rejection, Examiner will interpret "notifies of the speaker" as "notifies a user 
of the speaker". Also claim 1 recites the limitation "the speaker verifying Unit." There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is also unclear whether the 
"speaker verifying unit" is the same as or different than "the speaker collating unit" which 
performs a verification process. Applicant should resolve this ambiguity. 

5. Claim 2 recites the limitation "stores the voice of each of speakers so as to correspond 
to a telephone number." This limitation is subject to two interpretations; the first one is to store 
the voice for the plurality of speakers as correspond to one telephone number. The second one 
is to store the voice of each speaker as to correspond to a single telephone number. For 
purposes of prior art rejections, Examiner will adopt the second interpretation. Also, the same 
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correction should be made to the following "the speaker verifying unit verifies the voice of each 
of speakers corresponding to a telephone number of the call partner, with the voice of the call 
partner." 

6. Claim 3 recites the limitation "stores the voice of the call partner as the voice of each of 
speakers so as to correspond to the telephone number of the call partner"; This limitation is 
subject to two interpretations; the first one is to store the voice of the call partner as a model for 
all speakers that has one telephone number. The second one is to store the voice of the call 
partner as a model for one speaker that corresponds to a signal telephone number. For 
purposes of prior art rejections, Examiner will adopt the second interpretation. Applicant should 
resolve this ambiguity and follow the corresponding correction to the rest of the claims. 

7. Claim 4 recites the limitation "extracts a featured portion from the voice of the call 
partner." It is unclear how a "featured portion" is defined. Therefore, Applicant should resolve 
this ambiguity. 

8. Claim 5 recites the limitation "calculates a likelihood of the featured" It is unclear how 
calculates the likelihood of the featured portion. For purposes of prior art rejections, Examiner 
will assume calculating the likelihood of the featured portion by matching the featured portion of 
the voice of the call partner with the featured portion of the voice of each speaker's model. 
Applicant should resolve this ambiguity. 
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9. The following is appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 
under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 0. Claims 1 -5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 02 (b) as being anticipated by Epstein et al 
(US 6,327,343 B1; hereinafter Epstein). 

Consider claim 1, Epstein clearly shows and discloses a telephone device, 
comprising: a storing unit configured to store a voice of each of speakers (col. 6, lines 65-67; 
col. 7, line 1 ); a speaker collating unit that verifies the voice of each of speakers with a voice of 
a call partner (col. 7, lines 14-21); and a notifying unit that notifies of the speaker who coincides 
with the voice of the call partner by the speaker verifying unit (col. 7 , lines 22-26). 

Consider claim 2, Epstein clearly shows the telephone device, wherein the storing 
unit stores the voice of each of speakers so as to correspond to a telephone number (col. 5, 
lines 52-58); and wherein the speaker verifying unit verifies the voice of each of speakers 
corresponding to a telephone number of the call partner, with the voice of he call partner (col. 7, 
lines 20-26). 

Consider claim 3, Epstein clearly shows the telephone device, wherein the storing 
unit stores the voice of the call partner as the voice of each of speakers so as to correspond to 
the telephone number of the call partner (col. 5, lines 52-58). 

Consider claim 4, Epstein clearly shows the telephone device, further comprising a 
voice analyzing unit that extracts a featured portion from the voice of the call partner; wherein 
the storing unit stores a featured portion of the voice of the call partner as a featured portion of 
the voice of each of speakers so as to correspond to the telephone number of the call partner 
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(col. 8, lines 8-17); and wherein the speaker verifying unit verifies the featured portion of the 
voice of each of speakers corresponding to the telephone number of the call partner, with the 
featured portion of the voice of the call partner (col. 7, line 19-23). 

Consider claim 5, Epstein clearly shows the telephone device, wherein the speaker 
verifying unit includes: an input voice calculating section that calculates a likelihood of the 
featured portion of the voice of the call partner on the basis of the featured portion of the vice of 
each of speakers (col. 7, lines 18-21; fig. 3A, label 120); and a judging section that judges 
whether the featured portion of the voice of each of speakers coincides with the featured portion 
of the voice of the call partner, based on a result of the calculation (col. 7, lines 22-23; fig. 3A, 
label 130). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Amal Zenati whose telephone number is (571)270-1947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Len Tran can be reached on 571-272- 1184. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 571-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Examiner Amal Zenati 
/Amal Zenati/ 



/Len Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4183 



